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February News 
 

Principal’s Message 
 

It has been another busy month here at North Shuswap Elementary with winter rec, basketball 

games, and mountains of snow adding to the regular classroom activities.  Although we have an 

extra day in February this year, it too will fly by.  I want to extend a special thank you to our 

many volunteers who have given up their time to support our hot lunch program, One to One 

Reading, school teams, and various classroom activities that require extra hands.  The time you 

give makes our school and community stronger and it is greatly appreciated. 

 

Paul Rosman 

 

Dressing for the Weather 

 
While the extremes of winter are probably behind us, February often brings at least a couple 

weeks of cold weather.  Please remember that children should be dressed appropriately for all 

weather conditions.  Very rarely will we have inside breaks.  Only in extremely wet days or 

extremely cold days will we be inside.  When temperatures drop below -10 here at the school, we 

will assess the conditions and determine if it will be an inside day or if we will go outside.  Often 

the wind here at the school coming off the lake is a determining factor when colder temperatures 

exist.   

If it is determined to be an outside day, all students are expected to be outside.  Please note, if 

your child is “too ill” to play outside at lunch and recess, they should not be at school.  This 

policy is in place to protect the health of all students, staff and guests at North Shuswap. 

Students wanting to slide or play in the snow must have snow pants, jackets and gloves/mittens 

on.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Rec Wrap 

 
Wednesday, February 5th will be our last Winter Rec Session.  Fortunately, Silver Star gave us a 

heads up as to the extremely cold weather they were expecting and we were able to adjust our 

dates.  While everyone has a great time on the mountain, temperatures hovering around -30 

aren’t very enjoyable even when skiing.  Thank you to the PAC for covering our transportation 

costs again, and to all the parents who took time out of their days to join us at Silver Star and the 

ice rink in Chase.   
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Absences  
Please ensure that you call the school when your child will be absent from school.  We do 

follow-up with safe arrival calls when we don’t hear from you, but would appreciate your help in 

ensuring these calls are limited.  Students missing school should consult with their teacher about 

work that needs to be completed upon their return.  Teachers are not expected to provide work 

for students away on holiday, but will be able to provide an idea of what will be missed while 

away so families can practice, prepare and catch-up upon their return.   

Late Arrivals:  

Arriving late in the morning can be unavoidable on occasion, but we have a number of students 

who are routinely late.  Coming to school late is hard on your child and the learning 

environment.  The start of the day is where instructions are given, routines are established, and 

students are settling into their day.  Arriving late not only interrupts the class but can also add 

extra stress and anxiety to your child as they try to get caught up.  Our teachers would appreciate 

your best efforts to ensure your child arrives on time each day. 

 

Transportation Support 
Good news for those of you driving to and from sporting events, Scouts, dance/arts programs, or 

cultural activities.  The North Shuswap Lions Club understands that these activities often require 

significant extra travel for our families and they want to help.  They are offering gas cards to 

families up to $75 per child, per sport, per season.  This is just another example of the wonderful 

community support that the Lions Club offers our school and families.  If you would like to take 

advantage of this amazing offer, please drop into the office to pick up an application form or you 

can apply online at https://eclubhouse.org/sites/northshuswap/.  They want families to apply! 

 
Kindergarten Registration 
Just a reminder that registration for next year’s Kindergarten class is open.  If you have a child or 

know someone with a child starting Kindergarten next year we encourage early registration.  

Although it may still seem like a long way off, early registration helps us prepare and plan for 

the coming year. 

 

Report Cards 
Term 2 Report Cards will be coming home the week of February 20th.  This marks the second 

formal report of the year, the first being the parent conferences and goal setting sessions in 

November.  Report cards home will look the same as last year with the sliding achievement scale 

for each subject. The new scale will include the headings: emerging, developing, applying and 

extending and takes the place of letter grades for intermediate students.  Descriptions of the four-

point scale are as follows: 
Emerging: 

 Work does not yet meet grade level expectations 
 Student may show evidence of progress toward relevant learning standards 
 Requires on-going support 

Developing: 
 Work meets grade level expectations at a minimal level 
 Student can understand the learning standards at a basic level or in familiar situations 
 Requires some support 

Applying: 
 Work meets grade level expectations 
 Student consistently applies understanding and demonstrates learning in a variety of situations 
 Student generally works independently 

Extending: 
 Work exceeds grade level expectations 
 Student demonstrates superior performance of learning standards; 
 Student independently takes initiative to extend their own learning and understanding 

 

https://eclubhouse.org/sites/northshuswap/


 
School District No. 83 (North Okanagan-Shuswap) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

        Home of the Cougars 

Important Dates 

 
Feb. 3  Pro D: No School For Students 

Feb. 4  Hot Lunch: Pizza Casserole, Bun 

Feb. 5  Last Day of Winter Rec 

Feb. 10 PAC Meeting 2pm   

Feb. 12 Hot Lunch: Sandwich, Donut, Milk 

Feb. 14 Valentines Day 

Feb. 17 Family Day Holiday- No School for Students 

Feb. 20 Ready Set Learn: 9:30-11am in the Library 

Feb. 20 Term 2 Report Cards Home 

Feb. 21 Pro D: No School for Students 

Feb. 26 Anti-Bully Pink Shirt Day 

Mar. 3  Cultural Performance @ 12:15pm- Story Theatre 

Mar. 13 Last day before Spring Break (March 15-29) 

 

 

Thursday February 20, 9:30- 10:30am 

Ready, Set, Learn is a free early learning event for families with 

children who are 3 to 5 years old.  All families will receive free books 

and a kit of materials and resources to help support their child’s early 

learning experiences.  All families are encouraged to pre-register for 

the event at their local school or contact Jennifer Findlay at 

jfindlay@sd83.bc.ca for more information.  

 

 

 


