
September 2018      Newsletter  

 
Principal’s Message 
Welcome back to another school year at 
North Shuswap Elementary!  I’m excited to 
work alongside such a dedicated and 
passionate staff.  We will work hard to 
ensure our students have a successful and 
rewarding year, both in and out of the 
classroom setting. 
I look forward to learning more about the 
community and getting to know all of you 
as the year progresses.  In just a few quick 
visits in June, it was easy to see that 
students at NSH conduct themselves in a 
caring and respectful manner, and value 
the opportunities available to them.  We will 
continue to honour traditions and build 
upon past successes while embracing new 
opportunities and experiences throughout 
the year. 
 
Please feel free to contact me anytime 
should you have any questions or 
concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 

 Paul Rosman 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
Sept 4: First Day for grades 1-8 

(8am-10:53am) 
Sept 6:       Kindergarten begins- Group 

A: 8am-10am; Group B: 11:53-
1:53 

Sept 10:     Full day Kindergarten begins 
Sept 17: Curriculum Implementation 

Day, no school for students 
Oct 5:  Pro D- no school for students 
Oct. 8: Thanksgiving Holiday 
Oct. 9 Kindergarten Registration 

opens for 2019 
Oct. 10 Student Individual Photos 
Oct. 19: Pro-D- no school for students 
  
 

 

 

 

2018 – 2019 Bell Schedule 
 
7:35   Busses drop off students 
7:50   Instruction begins: Gr.8 
8:00   Instruction begins: K-7 
8:00   – 8:50  Instructional Block (50 m) 
8:50   – 9:35   Instructional Block (45 m) 
9:35   – 9:50  Recess- Elementary (15 m) 

9:50   – 10:35  Instructional Block (45 m) 
10:35 – 11:20  Instructional Block (45 m) 
11:20 – 11:40   LUNCH - Inside (20 m) 
11:40 – 12:05   LUNCH - Outside (25m) 
12:05 – 12:23   Instructional Block (18 m) 
12:23 – 1:08  Instructional Block (45 m) 
1:08   – 1:53  Instructional Block (45 m) 
2:00   Busses Depart 

*Due to instruction time requirements, Grade 8 

students will start each day at 7:50am and run 

through recess break* 

 
 
Staffing Update 
 
Classroom Teachers:  

Div. 5   Mrs. Penner     

Div. 4   Miss Haugland 

Div. 3   Mrs. Schmidt   

Div. 2    Mrs. Witzke  

   Mr. Rosman 

Div. 1   Mr. Schmidt 

Music/Band:  Mr. Larsen 

L.R.T.:  Mrs. Edinger 

Library:  TBA 

Counsellor:   Mrs. Seibel 

Principal:  Mr. Rosman 

Strong Start:  Kim Robison 

CEAs    Donna Tennant 

   Simone McDonald 

   Aura Rivette 

Secretary:  Kyla Dawson 

Custodian:  Marc Lebleu 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Activity Fee and Primary School 
Supplies:   
 
Once again, we will be collecting fees this 
fall for primary school supplies and to help 
pay for the cultural performances our 
school puts on throughout the year.  Fees 
will be collected by the classroom teacher, 
and are due the first week of school: 

 $6 for cultural performances 
 $15 for Kindergarten students 
 $30 for Gr. 1, 2 students’ school 

supplies. 

* Grade 3 – 8 parents purchase supplies 
(please refer to the supply lists on the 
school website) 

 
Please make cheques payable to North 
Shuswap Elementary.  
 
*Although the cultural fee is optional, the 
amount of fees collected will determine the 
number and quality of cultural 
performances we are able to provide. 
 

School Speed Zone and New 
Parking Lot 
 
Please help make this a safe environment 
for our children by traveling at the posted 
speed limit (30 km/hr). A further reminder 
to please obey our entry and exit signs in 
our parking lot.  Our parking lot looks great 
and should help make our pick-ups and 
drop-offs a little easier and safer for all. 
However, this is still a very dangerous area 
for children and we require everyone’s 
assistance in ensuring student safety.  
Thank you. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Cell Phones and 
Electronic Devices 
 
No personal student electronic devices 
at NSH (cell phones, ipods, tablets, 
etc.).  We have made the decision as a 
staff to have students keep their personal 
devices at home or out of sight while at 
school.  We have found that these devices 
often become a distraction both in and out 
of class and we feel comfortable that we 
have the necessary equipment at school to 
meet student learning needs.   Students 
also have access to a phone in the office 
when required. 
 
We understand that families may want 
their child to have a phone with them, or 
students may want a device to listen to 
music on the bus, but those devices will 
need to be put away in their backpacks or 
bags for the duration of the day when they 
arrive at school. 
 
The consequences for students having 
their device(s) visible at school: 

1st Time: Staff member will provide a 
reminder and ask for it to put it away. A 
note will be kept on file. 
2nd Time: Student will have his/her 
device turned into the office for the day 
and parents will be notified.  
3rd Time: Student will have the device 
held at the office until parents pick up 
and meet with Mr. Rosman. 

On special occasions where teachers may 
allow personal devices in their classrooms 
for the day, an individual activity or trip, 
parents will be informed well in advance. 
 
Please contact Mr. Rosman if you have 
any questions or concerns regarding 
personal devices.  We appreciate your 
support in this matter. 
 

Kindergarten Gradual Entry 
 
Our Kindergarten students start school on 
Wednesday, September 5th.  Mrs. Penner 
will run two sessions.  Group A will attend 
from 8:00 am until 10:00am, and Group B 
will attend from 11:53am- 1:53pm. 



Consistent with past practice bus pick-up 
will NOT be available for these first three 
days.  Kindergarten students will begin 
regular full days on Monday, September 
10th.  
 

Indoor Shoes 
 
We anticipate having some wet-weather 
days this fall and would like to remind 
parents and students that we require both 
inside and outside shoes.  Indoor shoes 
should be kept at the school and not worn 
outside.  When looking for indoor shoes, 
please ensure soles are non-marking. 
Outdoor footwear should not only be 
supportive, but also reflect weather 
conditions.  It’s important to wear boots in 
the winter, not flip-flops   
 

North Shuswap StrongStart 
Centre 

 
Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles and 
caregivers are invited to join in the fun 
with their preschoolers at our StrongStart 
Early Learning Centre.  StrongStart is a 
free school-based program for 0 - 5 year 
old preschool children and their parents or 
caregivers. 
 
Location:  Room 20 at North Shuswap 
Elementary School 
Hours:  Thursdays, 9am to 12noon   
Cost:  Free! 
Preschoolers and parents/caregivers may 
attend every session or on a drop-in 
basis.  Healthy snacks are provided each 
day. 
What is a StrongStart Centre? 
• A program that recognizes parents and 
caregivers as the key factor in the 
success of a child’s educational career. 
• A program that focuses on play-based 
learning and activities including dramatic 
play, puzzles, blocks, stories and shared 
reading, music, and art. 
• A program that offers today’s families an 
opportunity to provide their young children 
with problem-solving skills, self-esteem 
building practices, and the social skills 

that will help them successfully manage in 
school. 
The North Shuswap StrongStart Centre 
will open on Thursday, September 20th, 
2018 and the facilitator is Kim Robison.   
Please register at the school office. 
 
“The parent is the first and most important 

teacher in a child’s life. Increased 
involvement in their child’s education 

contributes to success.” 
 

 
Hot Lunch   
 
The Hot Lunch program will be up and 
running again this year in October, with 
lunches being served every Wednesday.  
Thanks to Super Valu, our PAC, the 
Lions, and all the volunteers and 
organizations that are contributing their 
time so that this program can continue. 
Dates with menu items are still be 
finalized.  
 
 

 
Transportation Reminder 
 

We are providing schools 

and families with the 

following School District No. 83 

Operational Guideline. This Guideline 

supports the Motor Vehicle Act 

Regulations requirements to keep our 

students safe both to and from school. 

1. Any equipment or items smaller than 

30 inches (77cm) may be transported if 

they are kept on the student’s lap without 

impeding the seat of another student, and 

if carried in an appropriate case. 

Examples: 

a. Musical Instrument (in appropriate 

case) 

b. Ice Skates (in protective canvas bag) 



c. Roller Blades (in protective canvas 

bag) 

d. Skateboards and Scooters (in 

protective canvas bag or backpack) 

Note: Hockey sticks, skis, poles, 

snowboards, longboards, large musical 

instruments, etc. will not be transported 

inside the school bus. 

2. Larger items (over 30 inches) used for 

approved school programs may only be 

transported after receiving prior approval 

from the Transportation Office. These 

items will need to be transported in the 

exterior luggage compartment under the 

bus. A pre-approved “safe” bus stop is 

required in order for this equipment to be 

safely loaded in the exterior luggage 

compartment. These items should be in a 

protective waterproof case. 

Transportation will not be responsible for 

damage to equipment 

Examples: 

a. Hockey gear 

b. Large musical instruments (ex. 

trombone, guitar, saxophone, etc.) 

c. Snow boards 

d. Skis, poles and hockey sticks 

Note: if a student rides a different bus 

home which does not meet the above 

requirements, the items will not be 

transported. Not all buses are equipped 

with an exterior luggage compartment. 

3. The following items will not be 

transported on a school bus: laser 

pointers, booster seats, weapons, 

animals, drugs & alcohol, as per Motor 

Vehicle Act Regulations and District 

Policy. 

 

Please Note: 

It is the Transportation Departments’ 

goal to safely provide as much assistance 

as possible to support the transportation 

of equipment for school programs. 

It is the Parents/Guardians responsibility 

to transport any items which are deemed 

unsafe to be transported on a school bus. 

 

Forms, Forms, Forms 

At the start of every year there are many 
forms and documents that need to be 
filled out.  We would like to encourage our 
families to start using Parent Connect to 
complete these online.   

Cims Parent Connect and Cims Student 
Connect are portals that give appropriate 
guardians and students access to view 
the student’s schedule, see real-time 
attendance, see grading and & efiled 
report cards, the school calendar, and 
much more. They are portals for all 
activity involving the student and the 
appropriate school. 

Please sign-up for Parent Connect to 
complete the forms online at 

http://parentconnect.sd83.bc.ca if you 

haven’t already. 

Please contact the office if you require 
assistance and Kyla would be happy to 
help. 

 

 

http://parentconnect.sd83.bc.ca/


 


