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Principal’s Message 
  

 It’s starting to feel like Christmas! 
With decorations starting to appear all 
over the school and the students 
rehearsing their holiday songs, it is quite 
evident that the holiday is fast 
approaching. This time of year also brings 
the cold, wet weather. As winter is now 
here, it is important that students come to 
school with warm coats, mitts, toques and 
boots. Please encourage your child to 
dress warmly! 
 We wish Mrs. Pellett a healthy and 
happy maternity leave. Her position is 
temporarily being filled by our former LRT, 
Juanita Edinger, who has come out of 
retirement to help us out. We will be 
interviewing for our LRT position soon. 

Winter Vacation this year runs from 
December 25th to January 5th.  On behalf 
of the staff at North Shuswap Elementary, 
I’d like to wish you and your family a very 
Merry Christmas and happy holiday! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Rob Ellis 
 
 

 Christmas Concert Update 
 
This year’s Christmas Concert will be held 
in the afternoon on Tuesday, December 
19th at 12:30 pm.  There will be a dress 
rehearsal at 10 am that morning. We will 
also be accepting food donations (Non 

perishables) for the food bank. There will 
be a hamper at the gym door for your 
donations. 

 
 
 

Coats, Hats, etc 
A reminder to parents that 

students at North Shuswap are usually 
outside before school, at recess, and at 
lunch.  Please be sure to send your child 
with warm winter clothing (coat, hat, 
mittens, snow pants, etc) so he/she can get 
out, get some fresh air, and enjoy our great 
Canadian winter!  Thanks! 

IMPORTANT DATES:  
 
Nov 28: Book Fair begins 
Nov 30: CEA Appreciation Day 
Dec 12: Last day for Kid’s Club 
Dec 19:  Christmas concert 12:30 pm 
Dec 21: Report Cards go home 
Dec 22: Last day before Winter Vacation 
Jan 8: First day back 
Jan 17, 24, 31 - Ski/Skate Days 
 

 
 
Skiing and Skating (January) 

Our ski and skate days this year are 
Wednesday, Jan. 17th, Wednesday, Jan. 
24th, & Wednesday, Jan. 31st.  
Intermediate students should arrive at the 
school at 7:30 am in order for the bus to 
leave for Silver Star on time.  Students will 
return to the school between 5:00 and 
5:30 pm.   
This year will be very different! The entire 
sign up for the ski program will be online. 
The link will be provided very soon! 

Please be sure your child has the 
appropriate clothing and equipment (mitts, 
snow pants, helmets, skates, etc).  Our 
thanks to PAC for their contributions and 
support which make including these 



activities in our P.E. program possible.  Our 
PAC is covering the considerable costs of 
bussing for these trips. 
 
School Clothing 
 
It’s that time of year again where we will be 
offering school clothing for purchase. This 
year we are going local with the swag 
being sold by West Wave Clothing 
company who are based in the North 
Shuswap. For ordering school zipped up 
hoodies, shorts and shirts, please visit their 

web site northshuswapcougars.com 
 
Hot Lunch 

 
Our local Super Valu has been doing a 
wonderful job running our school’s hot 
lunch program again this year.  
December’s schedule is as follows 
 
Dec. 6th    Spaghetti, Bun, Water 
Dec. 13th  Minestrone/Bun/Water 
Dec 20th  Perogies/Pickles/Water 
Jan 10th Taco Salad/Milk  
 

Snow Fun! 
 

The white stuff will be coming and students 
will be having lots of fun outside sliding and 
building!   
 

 
 
In order to make sure everyone stays 
happy and has fun, we have some simple 
guidelines for students to follow.  Snow is 
not to be used for throwing, face washing, 
etc.  Once a structure is built, it is not 
allowed to be broken (the sun will do that 
for us eventually).  Although it’s a lot of fun 
to destroy what you’ve built, it often leads 

to conflicts with other students who were 
involved in building.   
 
Another guideline we follow is to not allow 
students to slide or play in the snow if they 
don’t have appropriate outdoor clothing 
(eg- snow pants and winter boots).  It’s no 
fun sitting around wet for the rest of the 
day!  There will be no sliding that 
involves standing this year.  Please be 
sure your child comes prepared to enjoy 
the outdoor fun winter has to provide.  
Happy winter everyone!! 
 
CEA Appreciation 
 
On November 30th, we will celebrate “CEA 
Appreciation Day” with our four wonderful 
CEAs, Simone McDonald, Donna Tennent. 
Jennie Wiebe and Emily Verlinden  
Although we appreciate their great work 
each and every day, it is nice to have a 
chance to say so formally.  Thank you for 
all that you do! 
 
Signing in and out of office 
 
A reminder that if you are dropping your 
children off late or picking them up early, 
please have them sign in or out at the 
office.  This could be critical information in 
case of an emergency.  Thank you. 
 

 Reminder 
 
A reminder to all parents and community 
members, that per school district policy, if 
you are visiting the school during class 
time to please check in at the office so 
that we know you are here. 
 
School Book Fair 
 
Our Scholastic Book Fair will be running 
from November 28th to December 1st, with 
the student preview day on Monday, 
November 27th. 
 



 Sick Children 

 
It’s that time of the year where children 
are coming down with colds. Please make 
sure that your child stays home if they are 
sick, as we wish to limit the spread of 
colds as much as possible. 
 
 
Volleyball 
 
Congratulations to our Boy’s and Girl’s 
Volleyball teams who enjoyed a great end 
of the season yesterday with the Girl’s 
team taking the Zone Championship!  
 

Report Cards/Reporting 
 

As you are aware, the reporting 
template and process for our district has 
changed this year. The district is doing a 
pilot project on reporting in order to initiate 
more conversations around student 
progress and accomplishment. The report 
card template is part of this process with 
schools in our district adopting one 
standard format.  

There will be two formal written 
report cards. The one in December and 
the final one in June. In place of the usual 
middle report card, we will be holding goal 
setting conferences with parents and 
students to facilitate a more 
comprehensive goal setting structure. 
(Please see Parent Conference section 
earlier in this newsletter).  

Following these conferences, the 
district will be sending out surveys for 
parent feedback on this process. There 
will be one more Interim report before 
Spring Break. The format will be at the 
teacher’s discretion.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Health News  
By Laura Paiement Healthy Schools Coordinator SD83 

While the holiday season is supposed to be a joyous time filled with friends and family, it 

often becomes a time of stress and pressure where we, as parents, are running around 

getting things done for the big day. Can we start to enjoy the holiday season more and 

change our perspective on what the holiday has become? What do you want your holiday 

season to look like? What do you want it to be about? - Family, connecting with those we 

love (ourselves, others, and for some spirit), giving, being grateful, relaxing, and laughing.  

Ideas to make the holiday season the joyous time we want it to be: 

 Do one thing every day that makes YOU feel good 

o Breathe, exercise, read, go outside, and/or laugh! 

 Reassess what you do and what you buy 

o Can you remove any items from your to do list? 

 Get outside 

o Skating, tobogganing, skiing, snow fort building 

o Take a picnic lunch or dinner up to Larch Hills and go for a ski, snow shoe or 

just play in the snow 

 Get back to simple/turn off technology 

o Involve kids in meal preparation or Christmas baking 

o Create a simple family tradition that involves doing something together that 

doesn’t cost a lot of money  

o Family game night 


